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94( arX—^ i980 (1980 ^ 69) ^ «rRr 4 (i) sjo yi<iTt ifiPw^f ^ 

to > k ^ 2003 T^ff^gnT PfMftiRflq :— 

1. (1) (^TT^) 2004 *51 

(2)‘5’Tl^PT*ff%'f^PW 1, 2 , 3, 5,6 [6 % (5) % 3i(nl^l] 3^tT7 +i<«niO M*fti?in diO^ 

^ IsIfA ■J l 4fa yTft^^1¥PT4glklWHl^!^ % f^m6^'3?-'Pl^(5)^NlT% 'pPPT 5'*f ^ 

180f^% 

2. ■'H (^TW^) iWT2003, '(1^^?T%^1¥PTW*Pfft)'^i^^21Ste(lSr) Pi*-iRiRa<l ^ 

(•lar) “■??ftftr” '^TnM3Tf^f^^«inj3%4<i4fl 

3. ■39Rr1^%‘ 1 ¥r 3 %■ PinlMlafl V**\\ 'Sin^^ii, 

’*3. «44 MUM^kl^n cbl JWH ;— 


< 1) ^ MOHVkwl PinR^f^ 3l«rf?[^:— 

(i) ^ ^ *i*5u<yi^ 

— 3T«WEr 

(ii) ^nt ^ ■q^rkr^’T 


(m) 

—W*r 

(iv) !iir^«f) <sm, 


— 




2. ^ ^ gPTC ^ HglPt^V>4i 3T^ #tl 
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(1) yr^4> ^7^4 TIM «+l 3T«lhT:— 

(i) 

(ii) 5'anlPi*iR*i oti< (^ ti<«hiO) “tm'W 

(ill) ^^^3T«nfT 

( 2 ) ^ 4R4»k 1 ^ ^ ^ 4 ##ft I 

5, 4<iW MilHl ^ pT’EW 6 W1 Wl§11<M^d I4>^’5in^q, 3J«n?[^;— 

6. ^RT 2 ^ ^<®hK ^ yiK! ^ Rt^, ’STRIj’^ ^ f^'^iqi'ii i-^ 

(1) Mt^4j m 4)«WI Rriy.M^lM <ibiHI '5’7^ 

3fqF?r 3I^lf^^^^i^f^P^<^^ % '3 iV 4<1 H5d1 ^ % %Q;wf y«ii^ 

'Hli, SRg;?T^RTT#TTrj|'H^'RT«T3T^f^'^^3?k wig'll 

2. y4l<=RH wfeTT'^TIlRT 

f^C^-110003"^ ^^TITI 

(3) w ■5R?rRr%TrM^^ ^K W <^<«hK3?«raT ir^IRnr, TTSTW IJlfRI^ 2l0f^*% ’ihR, 

'5?T^* MKMHH «t>j4q>5l ^ ’IRT 

("Cr) (1) %3f?^ 

2 3;REf?i sr^ftiRrt, wm 

^ ^ ^ 1??5T % ’SR ^ 

^^%’5rorRr%‘>5[r ^3TsT’fT'^1^^3T«rf^'?nw'^’5ft 
<J^Mt I 

(^) 'SRIRH^'=Tt^4l(t|ohl-0 ^-Hl MtHIHHIlft ■’imi't Mqlqqi 

^•^(TS[)% 3I>f<l *jq|pir^m 0 M^R^'eiTfiRT 

-3^ a^T^pil % %ft?R im ^<4)R 3?«RfT3RIRRT, ^ Rl'WR??!? % i^l^ 'HTTT \ 

(ii) Tr>^ 4H<4)i<a^arar %WT’5<>f3R?n^'=it^3rf^^^ 

•snf^ % w M % ’ftgRf^wffer -sm ^m \ -q?’SR^rai^, ’Rifar^r 

obMi+H, 003, ^ ^ HHcll ff, ^ ^^1 

q^icf q'i’jpi ’’R m^Rlqi ^^ ^ Rnii, ^M^*l ^ cii^ '^ii^ ql(^ ^I'l tif^d TWt 

3R?n®f'^%snT3isT«ffir^'#^ 

^^vi^^(1^<oK1 y<4>R 3?«RIT^|W Mt MlMdlllt, y!^IW^ ^TST^fTi^q ^ 

^ HW?n'^’Srrft Ri'wRjjiTJ4wi«» xqWi i<'^til tifqn 

C"^) ’H<4)H 3i«l'*!<l 5»llfe<l (^) %<i5n qqi Fi^IRn -M*iq ^riHifki 

IMf fl*+> fyMiir<9i(%'RT*T'5R^'5nRT’1^^f Tlt'^nr MHI 'S1ll< R») 4i4R??r ^<4 iR 3lsF?T'^W'fl‘ *iiH<ru^, 

Jjiifwd ys#ll'H^ % ywifl <<!<; «!+)< Mi 14ft< ^VPm <i^ 3i»4*=<i s^iil^d ysjiiin H4^««n 

■^1 

«r?lf f^' TT^T 3?*RfT J^IiRhcI ’ft *ii*i(ru afrrft %'^TT*T j<«iiq 

■^pqf^ sraRT *ii»itn “Ht ^'lOq ^<qiK'5RI^‘?I^ j<«iiq ''R tq-q^ neT l^’n 

■3fri(ni <51^ R^ R<<ri*<* Rjia.^<;i<. Rh^l «ff^ q5>(qi^ %'^'^ ^'?0'4 '«<q)K'^ 

^ ^ R^PHI I 
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(4) (3) %^spjg 4f^r<ati M^ i q s r ^w % ^^ | g<i xji^rH^ <i^ 

'q'qf^<«! 1^^ *131/^, ^ntcT 'tlio^K'^ ew*if?14 %'5®fT'’^ ^\«y«t) '!»i«iqi ^ «t}| 'Siii^Mi'»!) ti«iT^ 

jm grgrgff•?nf^ ttwh, ^•qwgn•^, ^ 

4<* % MW1«^'^ ^ (-^sr) 

"afra ^ "g^ 37^ fwifeif % ^TR, ^ f^rjN yn^ % %^[ ^ 45irci«i, wt, 

^.^.37t. ^M<=W, 10003 ^ W 4 n infll-HH, 4t HRdI '^, l<4 441^71 

1^441 ^! 

■qr TT^ 3TW "^nf^ 3j?n^ 4t ^*?f7r ■JRTTT^ % "srPTr % 451^’% 4t?R f^jk "^! 

"W 37FT7W ^7*T^ ^ ^ "4^ ’’'IT'^T’^ % I 

(6) (3) % (ii)^gR^Ra^i hwi«i 40^g?f^^\f4 <!nf4cii^gftrifiil4<n^ 

^ SqPT ^ 44f4s*jH«jiT ^ 'SR^tT^, ^Nffer 7m fl<4hl< 'Sl'HI '^TM^TT it, ^ ?iif4ti 

'Snq^TTl 


6. <{HjcKi f%^%f^7^’:— 

(i) ^f^ (3)”% WT'qT'?I^'^tiS3^3?k3W 6 ^ 

^fm(6)"yRi4*jirH4 r*^i 4iim 

(ii) '3’Tf¥w (1) ■^^ plM^RSfl 4H fH^H’9nf^%^'3ir^ 3T«lf7^:— 

**(i-sF)^TRTnqf'^'^FM^n^'^'snT^gfk^^^ P*jK'iiii^3?k^rfM^^f^rT5fM <i’»iw^3t«i«ii 4*1 sfiiRr^i 

3i?ira^ ^ fwfh '^, 3R7n4f ^ 31TO ^ ^ % 4i<i< ^*41 *i % '<w 

(iii) ^f^(2)Tf^(n)3fk(-ST)^*^«lFff‘^ *'3Tq?^TgT^Tnf%I^*‘?I«^f%WT-qT‘‘3TS^ MVim’J 


7. ■g^ "4 8 ^ 1^ ^— 

[m u s-sm-'^^ ] 
%. ^ *^?lP^'Qw 

f^UJijft—-^ fWT fciTO '5HSRt, 2003 ■^■47511 23(37) ^ TI^TT MR?T WftlTT ^ \ 

MB«STRY OF ENVnWMVIENT AND FORESTS 
NOTTPICATION 
New Delhi, the 3rd Fdbruaiy, 2004 

G.S.R. 94 (E)—In exercise of the powers conferred Sub-section (1) of Section 4 of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 
1980 (69 of 1980), the Central Government her^ makes the following rules to amend the Forest (Conservation) Rules, 2003, 
namely:— 

1. (1) These rules maybe called the Forest (Conservation) Amendment Rules, 2004. 

(2) Rules 1,2,3,5,6 [except Sub-rule (5) of rule 6] and 7 of these rules shall come into force on the date of their 
publication in the Official Gaz^; whereas, rule 4 of these rules and sub-rule (5) of rule 6 of the princii^ rules, as contained 
in rule 5 of these rules, shall come into force on the expiry of 180 drtys from the date of such publication. 

2. In the Forest (Conservation) Rules, 2003 (hereinafter referred to as the said rules), in rule 2, for clause (b), the 
following clause shall be substituted, namely:— 

(b) “Committee” m^ans the Forest Advisory Committee constituted under section 3 of the Act. ’ 

3. In the said rules, for rule 3, the following rule shall substituted, namely:— 

“3. Compodtion of the Forest Advisory Committee:— 

(1) The Forest Advisory Committee shall be composed of the following members, namely:— 

(i) the Director GeireralofForests, Ministry ofEnvironment and Forests —Chairperson 

(ii) the Additional Director General of Forests, Ministry of Environment and Forests ^vfember 
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(iii) the Additional Conunissioner (Soil Conservation), Ministiy of Agriculture —Member. 

(iv) three non*official menAeis who shall be experts one each in Mining, Civil Engineeiing and Development 
Economics—Members. 

(v) the Inspector General of Forests (Forest Conservation), Ministiy of Environment and Forests —Membe r 

Secretary. 

(2) The Additional Director General of Forests shall act as Chairperson in the absence of the Director (jeneral of 
Forests.” 

(4) In the said rules, alter rule 3, the following rule shall be inserted, namely;— 

Constitution of the R^mial Empo\wred Committee:— 

(1) A R^onal Enqxjwered Committee shall be constituted at each of the Regional Offices and shall consist of the 
following members, namely: 

(1) the Regional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Central)—Chairperson. 

(ii) three non-official members who shall be e^qierts one each in Mining, C]!ivil Engineering and Development 
Economics—^Members. 

(iii) the Conservator of Forests or the Deputy Conservator of Forests in the Regional Ofiice-^fember Secretary. 

(2) The term of appointment of non-official Members shall be as specified in rule 4 of these rules. 

5. In the said rules, for rule 6, the following rule shall be substituted, namely— 

“6. Submission of proposals seeking approval of the Central Government under Section 2 of the Act 

(1) Every User Agency who want to use any forest laitd for non-forestry purposes, shall make its proposal in the 
relevant Form appended to these rules, i.e. Form * A' for proposals seddng first time approval undm the Act, aiul 
Form ‘B’ for proposals seeking renewal of leases, where approval of the Central Gov^iiment under the Act had 
alreatfy been obtained, to the Nodal (Ilfficerofthecoiicerned State (joverninent or the Union TetrifoiyAdministTaticm, 
as the case may be, along with requisite information and documents, conq}lete in all respects. 

(2) The User Agency shall endorse a copy of the proposal, along with a copy of the receipt cbtained fiom the office 
of the Nodal Officer, to the concerned Divisional Forest Officer or the Conservator of Forests, Regional Office, as 
well as the Monitoring C!^ll of the Forest Conservation Division of the Ministry of Environment and Forests, 
Paiyavaran Bbawan, CQO Coo^Iex, New Delhi -110003. 

(3) (a) After having received the prc^sal, the State Government or the Union Territory Administration, as the case 
maybe, shall process and forward it to the Central Government within a p^iod of two hundred and ten days of the 
receipt of the proposal incliuling the transit period. 

(b) The Nodal Officer of State Government or as the case maybe, the Union Territory Administration, after having 
received the proposal under sub-rule (1) and on being satiffied that the proposal i!yjppttq}lete in all respects and 
requires prior approval under Section 2 of the Act, shall send the proposal to the concerned Divisioifttl Forest 
Officer within a period of ten days of the receipt of the proposal: 

Provided that on the determination regarding completeness of the proposal or the e^iry of ten days, whichever is 
earlier, the question of coiiq}leteness or otherwise of the proposal shall not be raised. 

(c) If the Nodal Officer of the State Government or the Union Territory Adminiimation, as the case may be, finds that 
the proposal is incomplete, he shall return it within the period often days as specified under clause (b), to the User 
Agency and this time period shall not be counted for atQ^ future reforence. 

(d) The Divisional Forest Officer or the Conservator of Forests shall examine the factual details and feasibility of the 
proposal, certify the m^, carry out site-inspection and emimeration of the trees and forv^ his findings in the 
Format specific in this regard to the Nodal Officer within a period of ninefy days of the receipt of such proposal 
ftomhim. 

(e) (i) The Nodal Officer, through the Principal Chid^Conseivatm* of Forests, shall forward the proposal to State 
Government or the Union Territory Administiaticm, as the case may be, alongwith his recomm^idations, within a 
period of thirfy days of the receipt of such proposal fiom the Divisional Forest Officer or the Conservator 
of Forests. 

(ii) The State Government or the Union Territory Administration, as the case may be, shall forward the conq)lete 
prqx>sal, alongwith its recommendations, to the Regional Office or the Ministry of Environment and Forests, 
ParjnvaranBhawan, CGO Conq}l&(, NewDdhi -110003, as the case may be:, in the specified Forms within aperiod 
of sixfy days of the receipt of the proposal freun the Nodal Officer: 

Provided that all proposals involving clearing of naturally grown trees jn the forest land or a portion thereof for the 
purpose of using it for mforestation shall be sent in the form of Working Plan or Management Plan. 
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Provided further that the concerned State Govenmient or as the case may be, the Union Territory 
Administration, shall simultaneously send the intimation to the User Agency about forwarding of the proposal, 
alongwith its recommendations, to ^ Regional Office or tlw Ministry of Environment and Forests, as tlw case 
maybe. 

(f) If the proposal, alongwith the recommendations, is not received from the concerned State Government or the 

Union Tsrritory Administration, as the case may be, till fifteen days of the expiry of the time limit as specified under 

clause (a), it shall be construed that the concerned State Government or as the case may be, the Union Territory 
Administration, has rejected the proposal and the concerned State Government or the Union Territory 
Administration shall inform the User Agency accordingly: 

Provided that in case the State Government or the Union Territory Admiiiistration, as the case may be, 
subsequently forward the proposal, alongwith its recommendations, to the Regional Office or the Ministry of 
Environment and Forests, as the case may be, the prc^sal shall not be considered the Central Government 
iiniffBg an explanation for the delay to the satisftiction of the Central Govermnent is furnished, together with action 
taken against any individual held to be responsible for the del^. 

(4) The proposal referred to in clause (c) (ii) of sub-rule (3), involving forest land upto forty hectares other than the 
proposal relating to mining and encroachments, shall be forwarded by tlw concerned State Govenunent or as the 
case may be, the Union Territory Administration, alongwith its recommendations, to the Chief Conservator of 
Forests or tlK Conservator of Forests-of the concerned Regional Office of the Mimstry of Enviromnent and 
Forests, Government of India, who shall within aperiod offorty-five dj^of the receipt of tlw proposal from tlw 
concerned State Government or the Union Territory Administration, as the case may be (a) decide the diversion 
proposal upto five hectares and (b) process, scrutinise and forward diversion proposal of more than five hectares 
and upto forty hectares, along with the recommendations, if any, to the Ministry of Environment and Forests, 
ParyavaianBhawan, C(30 Complex, NewDelhi -110(X)3, for obtainmg the decision ofthe Central Government and 
inform the State Government dr the Union Territory Administration, as the case may be, and the User Agency 
concerned. 

(5) The Regional Empowered Committee shall decide the proposal involving diversion of forest land iqrto forty 
hectares other than the proposal relating to mining and encroachments, within forty-five days of the rece^ of 
such proposal from the State Government or the Union Territory Administration, as the case may be: 

Provided that the Central Government may, if consider it necessary, enhance or reduce the limit ofthe area of 
the forest land. 

(6) The proposal referred to in dause (e) (ii) of sub-rule (3), imohing forest laiid of inore than forty hectares, and all 
proposal relating to mining and encroachments irrespective of tlw area of tlw forest land involved, shall be 
forwarded by the concerned State Governmort or asthe casemaybe, the Union Tsrritory Adminirtration, alongwith 

its recommendations, to the Ministry ofEnvironment andForests, Paiyavaran Bhawan, CGO Cfomplex, New Delhi 

-110003.” 

6. Inthe said rules, in rule 7:— 

® in sub-rule (1) for the words, brackets and figures “sub-rule (3) of rule 6”, the words, brackets and figures 

“sub-rule (6) of rule 6” shall be substituted. 

CiO After sub-rule (1), the following sub-rule shall be inserted, namely 

“ (1 A) These proposals shall be processed and put up before the Cfommittec and the recommendations of 
the (fommittee shall be placed within a period of ninety days of the receipt of such proposals from the State 
Governm^t or the Union territory Adn^iistration, as the case ih^ be, before the (Partial Governmait for its 
decision.” 

Cm) in sub-rule (2), in clauses (c) and (d), at both places, for the words, “or the other authority”, the words “or 

the Union Territory Administration, as the case may be,” shall be substituted, 

7. In the said rules, rule 8 shall be omitted 

[F.N0.5-5/98-FC) 

Dr. VK. BAHUGUNA, Inspertor General of Forests (Forest (fonservation) 
Note: The Principal rules were pifolished in the Gazette of India vide nuihber G.S.R. 23 (E) dated the 10* January, 2003, 
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